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Editorial
By the time you read this, we will have a new government. Boris might be 
back with a minority government or a thumping advantage to mark the 
success of his Brexit strategy. Or he may have become the shortest 
Number 10 occupant of all time.  We could be faced with Jeremy Corbyn 
or Jo Swinson, but no independent or non-political news magazine, such as 
ours, coming out at this time, could ignore the fact that we are living in 
momentous times.  

We asked each of the parliamentary candidates standing in the election as 
our MP on December 12th to give us a statement of what they were 
fighting for. The results are on page 9.  Although most parties listed 
climate change in their manifestoes, only the Lib-Dem and the Green Party 
candidates put climate change in their agendas. The others were either 
unaware or unconcerned that a recent opinion poll put climate change as 
the biggest threat to human kind by an overwhelming majority of people in 
Britain. Only 7% of those polled disagreed. Two-thirds of the poll agreed 
that ‘fossil fuel companies’, whose products contribute directly to climate 
change, should help pay for the tens of billions of pounds from extreme 
weather events.  58% of those polled believe that the government had not 
done enough to protect people in Britain from the impact of climate 
change - flash floods, heatwaves and so on.  It is more than  fair to say  
climate change is the most important and urgent threat facing our country 
and the world; there have been numerous reports from the UN and 
international bodies testifying to that. Our political party leaders, with the 
exception of Boris Johnston and Nigel Farage, were all guests on a special 
television debate on Climate Change last month, and Collins Dictionary 
picked ‘climate strike’ as the words of the year! 

At a time of uncertainty it is all the more important that the village comes 
together, and Christmas is, above all else, a time when everyone makes an 
effort to keep in touch, even if it is on Facetime to Scotland, the USA or 
Australia.  If you are on your own, or ill, or if you have only just arrived 
on the Chart from a far-off country, Christmas can make your loneliness 
keener.  So a cheery Christmas greeting to your neighbours or an invitation 
to come round can make a tremendous difference. We wish all of our 
readers a very Happy Christmas, and hope that 2020 will be a calmer, 
happier year than 2019. 

The Editors 
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Goodbye 
to Wendy 

Wendy Harvey shocked 
St Andrew’s (and the 
v i l l a g e ) w h e n s h e 
announced at Harvest 
Festival that she would 
b e l e a v i n g a f t e r 
Christmas.  Wendy had 
been thinking about the 
move for some time.  
When she started at St 
A n d r e w ’ s s h e 
undertook to do the job 
for two years.  Now, 
five and a half years 
later, she is 74 and feels 
it is time to move on. 

The Chart is the first 
p a r i s h We n d y h a s 
looked after on her own 
and she has loved it.  
T h e p e o p l e , t h e 
families, the children, the pub, the cricket club, walking her dog in the 
woods and meeting all the other dogs (and their owners).  And having the 
time to just stand and look at the view out over the Weald.  

Five years ago Wendy set out to welcome families to St Andrew’s.  The 
congregation of St Sylvan’s in Staffhurst Wood have found a refuge in the 
Lady Chapel every Sunday at 8am.  Through the Children’s Services, a 
group of young families has built up centred on St Andrew’s.  Wendy’s 
other hope was that St Andrew’s would play a bigger part in the life of the 
village.  Moving the Summer Fair on to the common three years ago 
certainly succeeded in doing that.  She is also pleased that every St 
Andrew’s Quiz night has been a sell-out. 
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One of the sadnesses of Wendy going is that so few people know the 
half of what she gets up to.  For the past 25 years Wendy has been 
working in prisons and for the last 10 Wendy has been a Prison 
Chaplain at Downview, Holloway, Pentonville and now at High 
Down near Banstead.  Working in prisons is a wearing, tiring job, 
always dealing with the unexpected.  It is no wonder that Wendy 
values the calm of the Chart woods. 

People complain these days that our politicians and vicars have never 
had a real job.  Well, you cannot say that about Wendy, married to a 
solicitor and  mother of four children.  When a friend of the family 
offered her a ‘lady-like’ job looking after a new estate agents office 
in Mayfair she took it on.  Wendy would arrive at 10am after 
dropping off the children at school and then leave after lunch to pick 
them up again.  But after eight years the business in Berkeley Square 
selling residential properties the ceiling fell in.  First her friend and 
boss and soon her husband, Michael, fell ill with cancer and died.  
With four children to look after Wendy took over the business, built it 
up  over ten years, and moved the office to St James’s Street.  It is 
still going strong as a family business run by her son David and 
daughter Rosie. 

So between St James’s (lots of Russians) and High Down (high 
security) our Wendy has really seen life.  We have all been very 
lucky to have her living at St Andrew’s House and we are all going to 
miss her. After Christmas Wendy is planning to move into her cottage 
in Westerham, but far from taking it easy she will continue being a 
Chaplain at High Down prison – “they need all the help they can get, 
they are desperately under staffed”. 

There will be a party for Wendy in St Andrew’s Hall after the 
morning service on 22nd December.  Do come if you can. 

Neil Mackay	
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T:   01883 712 375 
E:   oxted@jackson-stops.co.uk
W:  jackson-stops.co.uk

For Sales or Lettings
contact us today

People Property  Places

A winning match
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Chart News 
Chart News is published four times a year, in March, June, September and 
December. 600 copies are distributed free of charge to every household on the 
Chart, and copies are also available in the Carpenters Arms, the Church and 
elsewhere.  We are always on the look out for news and articles. Please  email 
them to mackay717@btinternet.com and dwickham@indimage.com or ring 
01883 723231 or 01883 652113. 

Publishing Dates 2020 
   Copy Date  Publishing Date 
        Spring   13th March              20th March 2020 
      Summer               30th June              5th July 
       Autumn               11th September             28th November  
        Winter     28th November            6th December 

Advertising costs for 4 issues:  
Page £110, colour £125;  Inside cover £125;  Back cover £140;  ½ page £60, 
colour £70;  ¼ page £35. Enquiries to Melanie Calver -  
melaniecalver@ntlworld.com 01883 714196 
Please mention Chart News when replying to an advertisement.

Letters… 
Dear Editors,  

We always enjoy reading the Chart News, and try to read every word (inc. the 
occasional typo). Reading Richard Stilgoe's plea for more community action 
in Limpsfield Chart, and making the point by including Limpsfield's volunteer 
run Memorial Stores and the newly invested-in Bull, I am saddened that the 
Community Orchard was not mentioned at all.  
  
We are just celebrating 10 years since we saw the site and set up the 
Community Interest Company Orchard managed under licence by the 
National Trust. The Orchard is thriving with 36 fruit trees growing well and 
many Orchard Friends supporting us. We would be delighted to have more 
input from the Chart residents, both at working parties and social events. We 
are part of the Limpsfield scene and are looking forward to our next 10 years, 
but we can only do this with community support.  
Yours  
Helen Elson

mailto:mackay717@btinternet.com
mailto:melaniecalver@ntlworld.com
mailto:mackay717@btinternet.com
mailto:melaniecalver@ntlworld.com
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The new candidates 
There are six new candidates in the election for East Surrey, so one of them 
will be our new MP. There is not much doubt who that will be in this 
constituency, which has been held by the Tories by a massive majority since 
1918.The result of the election overall, however, is much harder to determine.

The Lib-Dems - Alec Ehmann 
For too long, the Conservative Party have 
taken this seat and its residents for 
granted.  Brexit in any form will leave 
residents of East Surrey poorer, less 
secure and will diminish opportunity for 
us all. A vote for the Liberal Democrats is 
not only a vote to stop the disaster of 
Brexit, but also a vote to improve the 
NHS, get better education funding and to 
protect our environment from the climate 
emergency. Residents know that locally,

The Conservatives - Claire Coutinho
I started my career in emerging market 
equities through the Global Financial 
Crash, the Arab Spring and the Greek 
Credit Crisis. I’ve worked at Merrill 
Lynch, the Centre for Social Justice 
and at  KPMG. I’ve spent the last two 
years in the Treasury with Rishi Sunak 
and Sajid Javid, working to deliver 
Brexit. I live in Oxted and want to 
meet as many residents as possible to 
hear about local and national concerns. 
Top priorities include holding regular 
surgeries across the constituency; 
making sure the Conservative’s multi-
billion investment in schools translate

into the classrooms of East Surrey; ensuring hard-working commuters have 
the train service they pay for and deserve and championing local businesses. 
In particular, I welcome the Conservative policies of cutting business rates to 
50% for small businesses to help our high streets thrive and funding £150 
million for local pubs and post offices.

the Liberal Democrats are the only credible challengers to the Conservatives.  
The momentum is with us and we will be fighting to win.  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I work in Reigate in the 
insurance sector and perform 
Punch & Judy shows! I beat the 
Labour and Liberal Democrat 
candida tes in the recent 
Borough elections in Redhill.  I 
am committed to protecting the 
Green Belt as well as local 
parks and open spaces from 
development. I will also stand 
up for future generations by 
protecting our climate from the 
threats posed by Gatwick and 
oil drilling. I will campaign for 
a People’s Vote on Brexit, stand 
up for our vital public services, 
and fight for affordable housing 
for all. 

The Greens - Joseph Hooton

The Labour Party - Dr Frances Rehal MBE 

 I have worked in the NHS for many 
years and am concerned about the 
current level of funding which is far 
lower than in other European countries 
as a percentage of gross national 
product. I have  experience of working 
in healthcare in the USA and have seen 
first-hand how big business profits from 
ill health and how wider public health 
issues are often ignored as these are not 
profitable investments. Housing is 
another issue of concern. The Labour 
Party is committed to building half a 
million council houses with more to 
buy at truly affordable prices.  I  
understand the need for good jobs and 
successful policies in East Surrey’s towns and villages and will ensure these 
are supported through effective Labour Party policies.	
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07855 894426 / 01883 715856 

Cameron  
Building and Landscaping Services Ltd 

 

All aspects of general building / landscaping undertaken including: 
 

kitchens  ▪  bathrooms  ▪  plumbing  ▪  tiling  ▪  joinery  
▪  plastering  ▪  flooring  ▪  patios  ▪  driveways  ▪  

brickwork  ▪  fencing  ▪  turfing  ▪  paving  ▪  property 
maintenance  ▪  renovation   ▪  and much more. 

Registered and fully Insured  
 

Free quotations and advice 

~  Tidy, friendly and reliable service 
 

~   Portfolio and references available 

www.cameronservices.co.uk 

Monster Raving Looney Party -  Martin Hogbin
Proposed policies are: Abolish Mondays - 
nobody likes them. Bring in a 99p coin to pay for 
things that cost £3.99 to save change. Remain in 
the EU but chuck out France and Germany so 
that we can run it properly. Have a second 
referendum in which we do not vote but the other 
EU citizens do.  That way we get a clear answer.

Independent - Helena Windsor 
I am standing as an Independent as I 
consider that this is the best way to 
represent the needs and wishes of the 
people of East Surrey, my home since 
1983. Parliament, like our local 
council has ignored the electorate. I 
am campaigning for the Brexit we 
voted for in 2016, not a rehash of the 
rejected Withdrawal Agreement, 
control of our borders, better policing and protection of our Green Belt.
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Insight into the NHS at Chartmen’s Dinner 
Michael Wilson, the head of East Surrey Hospital and the Chief Exec of the 
Surrey and Sussex NHS Trust gave a very interesting talk at the Chartmen’s 
Dinner in October. He outlined how he and, he stressed,  his staff,  had 
turned the hospital from almost a basket case ten years ago, into one of the 
top five hospitals in the country.  In 2010, Surrey and Sussex were the worst 
performing Trust in 
the country. In 2015 
it was part of an 
a m b i t i o u s 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
programme, part of 
a n i n i t i a t i v e b y 
Jeremy Hunt, the 
then Secretary of 
State  for Health. Part 
of the project was to 
partner East Surrey 
H o s p i t a l w i t h a 
leading American 
hospital to set patient 
ca re and qua l i ty 
standards throughout 
t h e N H S . T h e 
Americans had taken 
t h e T o y o t a 
Production System 
and applied it to 
h e a l t h c a r e ! I n 
October 2018 East 
Surrey Hospital was 
rated outstanding overall by the Care Quality Commission, and Michael 
outlined a number of the principles suggested in the American programme 
which he and his team have followed. Among these, he told about 70 
Chartmen gathered in St. Andrew’s Hall, was believing that the people who 
do the work improve the work. Michael did not like outsourcing cleaners, he 
suggested that coaching was better than mentoring and the whole staff at 
East Surrey now accepted that  failure is part of learning. He did admit later, 
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however, that waiting times were the longest on record in October, 
although the hospital’s record was better the average in England. 
Good as his talk was, Michael himself was outstanding in the questions 
and answers. The first was on Brexit and how might the NHS cope. He did 
not pretend it would be easy and he could not guarantee there would be no 
holdups in drug supplies and  emergency procedures, though he felt that 
the whole Surrey and Sussex Health Care Trust was well prepared.  One of 
the problems, he thought, was that people might find it very difficult 
getting around in Surrey, but he did say the hospital had done an immense 
amount of planning, and was ready for anything. One surprising feature I 
thought, given the audience, when he allowed that he himself was a 
Remainer, was the  surprising amount of applause from the audience.  

There were lots of votes of thanks from the other questioners, saying  how 
much they had noticed the improved facilities at the hospital. On parking, 
Michael wouldn’t be drawn on whether the NHS should charge for 
parking, but he did say that the hospital was in touch with the local 
authority to change the local road layout, and therefore improve the access 
to the hospital, and somehow, improve the parking.   

All in all, a very successful Chartmen’s Dinner, with two women listening: 
one was Brenda Pottle who particularly wanted to come because of her 
nursing background but she would not come to the dinner, and the other  
was Mary MacGregor, who had accompanied Peter to the dinner. (Peter  
had to go back into hospital since the dinner and we all wish him well.)  

I would hope that next year we might have a joint Chart Dinner for men 
and women, but I may be in a minority to push that along! Last year we 
took a quick vote via a show of hands: the result was about 52% - 48% 
against. Funny how that proportion keeps on coming up! The Chart 
Women also took a vote last year at their dinner and their result was not 
dissimilar, although the majority of women said they would like to have 
their own  dinner as well.  

David Wickham
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A n O l d C h r i s t m a s 
Tradition - Kissing Under 
the Mistletoe 

This is an old English 
Christmas-time custom, 
dating back at least to the 
early 17th century.  The 
correct procedure, now 
seldom observed, is that a 
man should pluck a berry 
when he kisses a girl under 
the mistletoe, and when the 
last berry is gone there 
should be no more kissing. 

Margaret Tawse

THE WOODHOUSE CENTRE 
Registered Charity No. 262608 

www.thewoodhousecentre.org.uk 

OPPOSITE  TANDRIDGE LEISURE POOL 

CAKES - COLLECTABLES -  JEWELLERY - GIFTS – RAFFLE  - 
BOOKS -  FANCY GOODS  

TEA AND COFFEE 

We are well known by many customers for skilled work in the caning of 
chairs, upholstery and seagrassing.  We also carry out a variety of repairs as 
well as being very handy with a needle and thread.  Our Men-in-Sheds club is 
ideal if you want to make new friends whilst participating in a spot of 
woodwork. The Centre is open Monday to Thursday inclusive from 9.30 a.m. 
to 12.30 p.m. with breaks for Easter, Summer and Christmas.  We are 
delighted to have visitors and we are always looking for new members, 
young and old alike.  Why not come and see what we have to offer – if 
transport is a problem call our Manager below and we will try to help. 

Mrs. Dee Graham (01883 715189) 
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CHIROPODIST 
Julie A. Reynolds MSSCh, MBChA. 

Health Professions Council Registered 
Registered Member of The British Chiropody and Podiatry Association 

Ingledale Therapy Centre 
1 Tanhouse Road, Old Oxted RH8 9PE 

Appointments 07766 141179 

PENTLAND PROPERTIES
All building works, including
Extensions
Refurbishment
Orangeries
Loft Conversions
Landscaping
References from satisfied costumers available
01883 819 617
07958 590 426

5 Broadlands Drive, Warlingham, CR6 5HX
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Our curriculum is well-balanced, free-ranging and innovative. 
It embraces new learning opportunities like Robotics, Forensic 

Science and Forest Skills. That’s why our children arrive at school 
with a spring in their step.

The alphabest of  Ha-zelwood

Jump for joy at our next Open Morning 
For dates and details, please see the school website 

Learning with bounce

www.hazelwoodschool.co.uk or contact Nick Tappin 01883 733841
t @HazelwoodOxted       @HazelwoodSchoolOxted  l @hazelwoodschooloxted

190902_Hazelwood_Bounce_210x148mm.indd   2 11/09/2019   12:41
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Finding a Purpose 
I have spent most of my career, as a film producer, travelling the world, 
working with music stars like Amy Winehouse, DJ Shadow, Mumford and 
Sons and big brands like Mastercard, De Beers and Volvo.  Crazy times, 
such as being chased by hordes of paparazzi in Los Angeles to filming 
horses being ridden across frozen fjords in the Arctic Circle.  I feel very 
privileged to have had those incredible experiences but after seventeen 
years of being involved with big egos, politics and agendas I was 
definitely feeling the need to explore something different, something much 
more fulfilling.   

So when a good friend of mine approached me with the beginnings of an 
idea involving filming the stories of people who have been affected by 
issues, such as homelessness, food poverty and human trafficking, it felt 
like the stars had aligned and I jumped at the chance. Not long after our 
social enterprise Stories for Change was born.   

The premise is simple, to raise awareness of global human issues and by 
doing so, ignite conversation and inspire change.  We started with 
homelessness and spent the next six months working with small charities 
in London.  The stories we captured were incredibly powerful and had an 
immediate impact, being shared widely on our Facebook platform, other 
social channels and generating attention in the press and throughout our 
network.  It was working.  The only problem was we were doing all this 
for free.  I knew that if we were going to make Stories for Change a 
sustainable organisation and help it achieve its potential, we had to get 
funding, so we started conversations with various brands and organisations 
to try and make this happen.   
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Eventually, after many dead ends, we were introduced to Lloyds 
Foundation, who loved what we were doing and agreed to help fund our 
work on homelessness.  For the past year we have been up and down the 
UK capturing stories and building our organisation.  So far we have 
worked with over twelve UK based small charities, captured over thirty 
five stories which have had well over one million views on Facebook 
alone.  Our community is building and we really are igniting conversation 
and having a positive impact on peoples’ lives, something I’m very proud 
of.  But I know this is only just the beginning.   

Moving forwards, like we have with Lloyds Foundation and 
homelessness, we need to find a funding partner for each issue we cover.  
Recently we spent a day filming our first stories for Food Poverty, 
incredibly powerful testimonies of what is, like homelessness, a growing 
epidemic in the UK and worldwide.  Soon we will hopefully be capturing 
stories for Hygiene Poverty and The Refugee Crisis.  

So if anyone reading this has contacts within organisations that may be 
interested in helping make a difference, and partnering with a purpose led 
g loba l s to ry te l l ing p la t fo rm, then p lease ge t in touch : 
dave@storiesforchange.org.uk 

Working on Stories for Change has completely changed my life, for the 
good, my mind has been blown with the realisation that I can put all the 
skills I’ve acquired over the years into helping people and making the 
world a better place, I’m a great believer in going for what you believe in 
and making things happen, I feel like nothing can stop me.  For the past 
eight years I have lived on beautiful Limpsfield Chart, with my amazing 
wife and two wonderful children.  My wife and I run a successful creative 
production agency together, we work from home, have lots of family time 
and are blessed in every way possible.  However it is not lost on me that 
all this could disappear in an instant.  When I work on Stories for 
Change, I meet people from all walks of life, people who have had 
successful careers, loving families and bright futures.  They have lost it 
all and the same could happen to any of us.  So one of the many things 
I’ve learned on this journey is to really appreciate what you have, spend 
time with your family, appreciate your friends and remember we are all so 
lucky to live the lives we live.   

David Graham 

mailto:dave@storiesforchange.org.uk
mailto:dave@storiesforchange.org.uk
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H20 PLUMBING 
General Plumbing Services 

Alterations 
Bathroom Installations 

No Job too small 

Free Quotes 
City & Guild Trained 

Call Richard 

Tel: 01883 712523 
Mobile 07876 450420 

Richard Bowers, 46 Pollard Oaks Road, 
Hurst Green, RH8 0JL
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Gardening Notes 
What are you doing for Christmas this year?  For most of us the 
answer involves visiting or hosting family.  This year, for the first 
time, we are away for Christmas, heading to the mountains of Wales.  
It will, I think be refreshing and very different.  It's made me wonder 
and reflect on all the homely Christmases I have enjoyed, as a child 
with both sets of Grandparents and then the many in our own family 
home.  Christmas was a fulsome business and like so many families, 
we have a preferred way of celebrating it.  Midnight mass felt like 
the true start of Christmas Day.  As children we barely slept in 
anticipation of The Stocking. 

The morning would be a happy medley of kitchen activity until late 
morning – when adults took a glass of something sparkling and a 
few snacks, and presents erupted onto the scene, only to be swiftly 
tidied in order to eat at 1pm sharp and aim to walk some of it off in 
the fading light somewhere around 4pm.  As we have matured and 
there being fewer children about, the presents have become less of a 
thing.    In a way,  Christmas food isn't about Christmas day, it's 
about the joy of leftovers!  Turkey every other way known to man, 
ham sandwiches with lashings of mustard and maybe a bit of gherkin 
or radish in it,  cold meats and mashed potato, fried Christmas 
pudding with brandy butter, cheese and biscuits and a glass of Port.  
Heaven! 

What is already clear in November is that attention has switched 
from gardening to preparing for this occasion.  The garden is not 
completely forgotten – not really.  Although I have heard customers 
say that the gardener's last visit is imminent, there are still jobs to do, 
entirely weather dependent, but the chief of these is simply to look at 
your garden in winter.  Observe what is wonderful there or what 
needs attention, not now, but what can be thought about and planned.  
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Some pruning is best done when plants are dormant, apple and pear 
trees for example.  You may want to attract more birds and selected 
wildlife to your garden.  It's a good time to take stock, particularly 
when some of the tasks are becoming more challenging in the face of 
changeable seasons and extreme weather.   

By end November or very early December, many have already 
chosen their Nordmann or similar tree and have hopefully unwrapped 
it and kept it outdoors until a little closer to Christmas.  Many people 
decorate the garden with lights (I know someone who doesn't take 
them down and it looks great).  Locally, on the housing estate, it's 
almost as if each household is vying for attention with dazzling 
displays festooning the house and garden, and it makes me smile.  
  
And then there is the indoors to decorate.  This is when you can 
utilise some of the plant material in the garden.  Twisted hazel, 
coloured stem dogwood, holly and mistletoe for instance.  If you 
need to make some table posies, there are lots of ideas involving 
candles surrounded by evergreen foliage such as blue spruce, 
leylandii or any conifer with suitably flexible stems. 

Ornament can be provided with pine cones or wooden decorations, 
and fabric ribbon in festive colours.  A miniature Christmas tree 
(Picea glauca albertiana widely available in garden centres is a good 
choice, or for a more branched tree, potted Norway Spruce) with 
micro decorations is also an enchanting possibility.  I have accrued a 
good number of tiny tree decorations which are normally placed on a 
potted Christmas tree not more than 18” high.  Needless to say, this 
year's tree will probably be super micro. 

However you celebrate it, Happy Christmas to all Chart readers. 

Emily Tawse 
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GuAers	
Cleaned	
Unblocked	
Repaired	
References	available	
Call	John	Mulley	
Te:	01883	716245	
Mob:	07711747640

FREE 
THOROUGBRED 
HORSE MANURE 

with virtually no straw,  
sawdust or shavings etc. 

Collect from Limpsfield Chart, by wheel barrow or 
trailer, and take it home. It’s the best food available for 

your garden!  

0777 178 4322 
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Knowles Stained Glassworks Ltd 

(formerly Godstone Glass) 

Studio 20 Kelsey Close, Horley, Surrey. RH6 8RF 
01293 278326 

01883 620451 |  www.chezvous.co.uk  | 432 Limpsfield Road, Warlingham CR6 9LA   

‘Certificate of Excellence 2019’ Hardens 
‘Certificate of Excellence 2018’ Tripadvisor 

‘Hotel of the Year 2017’ Les Routiers 

BOOK NOW!  
Sunday Lunch  

Set price 

Menu changes weekly!  
2 courses £24.75 or 3 courses £29.95 

 

2 for 1  
PRIX FIXE  

3 course DINNER* 
*Tues-Thur Evening 
*Normally £44.95 

*Quote PF241  
* 

2 for 1 
5-COURSE 

MENU*   
*FRIDAY Evenings  
Set Tasting Menu   
*Normally £65 pp 

 

BOOK NOW !
Please mention 

this advert  
when booking!  

01883  
620451 

LUNCH  
3-Course Prix Fixe 

£19.50* 
*Tues-Fri LUNCH  

*Quote CVLUNCH  
on booking 
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Earlier this month I walked the Masar Ibrahim, the pilgrimage route from 
Jenin in Northern Palestine to Jericho in the centre, a distance of just over 
100 miles in 10 days.  I found this a real challenge. To someone whose 
average steps are about 2,000 steps a day, to suddenly do over 25,000 a 
day, up and down mountains in over 30 degrees of heat was pretty tough 
going! 

I went with the Amos Trust who exist to support and stand in solidarity 
with the Palestinian people of the occupied West Bank.  We enjoyed the 
most wonderful hospitality from the local people who welcomed us into 
their homes, turned their children out of bed so that we could stay with 
them and provided us with huge quantities of delicious food.  We learned 
that nearly every family with whom we stayed had a son either held in 
prison or shot for demonstrating for being in the wrong place.  We heard 
how their lands are gradually being taken from them, and new roads, 
which they are not allowed to use, divide them from their pastures.  They 
told us of raids. We saw the house of their neighbours where settlers had 
come in the night, poured petrol through the windows and set the house 
and the family alight. But we walked through beautiful olive groves in the 
North where it was harvest time so all the families were out beating the 
trees. We  were a large group, 37 of us, and as we walked by, they ran over 
to us, shouted welcome and rushed over to share their flasks of delicious 
cardamom coffee. 

Palestine used to be 20% Christian but now is only 1%.  The Muslim 
Palestinians are very keen that the Christians stay.  The conflict isn’t about 

Walking
in  Palestine
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religion and they don’t want it to be seen as a western Christian/Jewish 
alliance against the Muslim east. That isn’t the point.  

Further south, as we neared Jericho, the land was drier, the mountains 
higher, and then desert.  Here we stayed with the Bedouin, all of us in one 
enormous tent.  They too were hospitable, providing us with great feasts 
which we shared sitting on cushions.  They too shared their stories, of 
being raided by Russian settlers who had come to farm their traditional 
lands, who fought with them and took their sheep. 

The paths we walked went through so many places we know that Jesus 
walked and met the Samaritan woman at the well, where Jacob was 
pushed down a well by his brothers, the road where the good Samaritan 
tended the injured traveller. 

As you know, the politics of the place is complex. We visited the bustling 
city of Nablus, formerly Sechem, larger than Jerusalem, and there we ate 
their wonderful kanafee, a cross between a treacle pudding and a soufflé. 
Here we learned that they wear the checked scarf as a silent sign of 
rebellion.  In the time of the British mandate, it was the farmers who were 
the rebels; the city folk who all wore the fez were less difficult.  The 
British then decided  they would only stop and search those wearing the 
traditional scarf and not those wearing a fez.  So everyone took to wearing 
the scarf in order to make life more difficult for the British! 

We could see when we climbed to the tops of the hills surrounding the 
city the settlements that were arriving all around the city, to stop its 
growth.  The guarded roads with their sentry posts, that could so easily 
stop all traffic in and out of the city at a moments notice. 

We spent our last night in Bethlehem and visited an extraordinary hotel 
belonging to Banksey,  right next to the wall which divides this little 
town, the Walled Off Hotel,  full of his pictures and extraordinary 
artefacts shedding light on their dilemma. Great fun and most telling. 

I had the most wonderful time with a marvellous group of really 
interesting people who all had tales to tell of projects they had been 
involved with, such as  house rebuilding or water supplies, all around the 
world.  The Amos Trust exists to bring them together, let them experience 
and come to love other peoples and their lands.  I certainly came to love 
the people of this holy and precious land, their gentleness and 
forbearance, their music, dance and delicious food.  I wish them and all of 
you a very Happy Christmas.  

Wendy Harvey 
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Dog walkers on the Chart 
might notice a couple of 
new arrivals on the scene 
or, if their owners don’t, 
their dogs might pick up a 
novel scent. For Molly, and 
her sister Bourbon, both 8 
month old cockapoos, have 
arrived and are being 
trained for unusual jobs. 
Seventy years ago a large 
house in Hurst Green was 
converted to a residential 
school for children with 
severe speech and language 
difficulties. Its patron was 
the Queen Mother. Today 
the house has disappeared, 
leaving a quadrangle at the 
heart of a modern school 
for some 170 students, some residential, others day students. All have 
struggled in mainstream schools, often misunderstood and misdiagnosed, but 
Moor House School and College is a safe refuge and a transformer of lives. 

The problems the children face there are not widely understood. Typically 
they might struggle to find the words they want to use to explain their ideas, 
their speech might come across as muddled or difficult to follow, or they 
may find it difficult to understand instructions. In mainstream schooling 
these children fall behind, have difficulty playing with others, are vulnerable 
to bullying, lose confidence and become anxious and unhappy. With time, 
some are correctly diagnosed with a language disorder, such as 
‘Developmental Language Disorder’ (DLD), and may be given a weekly 
session with a speech and language therapist. For those with severe 
difficulties this is nowhere near sufficient. If they are lucky they find their 
way to a specialist school such as Moor House. Here there are speech and 
language therapists working closely with specialist teachers, a therapy plan 
for each student with regular sessions and specialist teaching techniques, 
equipment and innovative therapy techniques like the use of therapy dogs.   
The dogs started school at the beginning of this term. Although young and 
inexperienced they are very sociable and are already making a difference. 
Molly and Bourbon have met students around the school in corridors and are 

Molly Goes to School
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regularly walked by members of staff. They are gradually being introduced 
to classroom settings in preparation for their new roles.  

Moor House is working with the charity, Canine Concern, after an initial 
assessment of their temperament followed by training for their specific 
roles. Molly will become a literacy dog, a non-critical ear to encourage 
students who are not confident readers to read out loud; Bourbon will be a 
therapy dog. Animal assisted therapies have been extensively studied and 
the benefits range from improvement in general health and wellbeing and 
increased confidence to better controlled movement and improved 
communication skills. Both dogs also provide calmness, companionship 
and the delights of free play, which are important attributes for mental 
health and emotional well-being.  Our dogs are therefore a welcome 
addition and early signs are encouraging. We know that our students thrive 
at Moor House. Both the school and the sixth form college are judged by 
Ofsted to be outstanding in both residential care and education. Even more 
important than Ofsted’s ruling is the verdict of parents and the students 
themselves and our annual opinion surveys regularly confirm their high 
opinions.  

Molly was recently introduced to parents and local well-wishers at an open 
morning where she was quiet and well-behaved but very eager to sniff 
shoes and be petted. Among the Friends of Moor House who were present 
were several former students. They enjoyed a tour of new facilities, and 
shared with others their own experiences while in education here – and 
their obvious enthusiasm for Moor House and its staff. Now young adults, 
they have found suitable work and are fitting in to society. They will never 
be free from difficulties with speech and language but have been helped to 
overcome the worst problems and find mitigating strategies. We have been 
transforming lives for many years and, for anyone who is curious to know 
more, there is a short and heartwarming video on the website at 
moorhouse.surrey.sch.uk. If you are a dog walker yourself and should meet 
Molly or Bourbon on the Chart she could be accompanying one of our 
local Friends of Moor House. This is a supporters association which exists 
to keep people in touch with the school and college. There are no 
subscription fees or obligations; members receive newsletters and 
occasional invitations, and new members (who may contact us at 
moorhouse.surrey.sch.uk/friends-of-moor-house ) are always very 
welcome indeed. 

John Stevens, Chair of Friends of Moor House 

http://moorhouse.surrey.sch.uk
http://moorhouse
http://moorhouse.surrey.sch.uk
http://moorhouse
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Custom Interiors by Morag 

x Handmade curtains and blinds to 
the highest quality finish 
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 Chart Events 

Betty Schauwenaar,  Funeral 12th December. Betty Schauwenaar’s 
family are sorry to announce that Betty died peacefully on 18th November 
after several months of illness.  The funeral will be held at the Surrey & 
Sussex Crematorium on 12th December at 12.45, and afterwards at 
Limpsfield British Legion. Betty (Dutch Betty to her many friends) had 
lived on the Chart for many years.  She was one of the original distributors 
of The Chart News, only retiring in March 2019 when she was thanked in 
the magazine. 
St Andrew’s Carol Service Sunday, 15th December.  A Candlelight 
Service at 6.30 pm. 
Hurst Green Singers Christmas Concert. The concert will be held at St 
John’s, Hurst Green, at 7 pm, on Sunday 8th December.  Tickets £12 at the 
door. 
Chart Ladies dinner 2020. The annual Chart Ladies Dinner will be held 
on Thursday, 19th March at 7.00 for 7.30 at Limpsfield Chart Golf Club.  
The speaker will be Helen Middleton, Headmistress of Moor House 
School. 
Pew for Sale. St Andrew’s is selling one of their redundant pine pews.  
This piece of local history would make a striking 8ft feature in your 
reception room or garden.  Contact Duncan Ferguson 723235. 
Limpsfield WI (an amalgamation of Limpsfield & Limpsfield Chart WI). 
Limpsfield Village WI meet at 2pm on the first Wednesday of the month in 
St Peter’s Hall, Limpsfield.  Events include monthly speakers, lunches, 
book clubs, knit and natter, outings, theatre trips, sales tables of local 
produce, books, plants, etc.  They have also introduced Walking Netball in 
St Peter’s Hall from 4pm-5pm on alternate Thursdays.  For full details of 
all meetings contact Elaine Holloway on 07521 409124 or 
s.holloway541@gmail.com or Mandie Jones on 01883 722389. 
Biffa. At a time when all local services are under strain, Biffa staff deserve 
thanks for the excellent service they provide.  All houses now have new 
black bins as well as the blue recycling ones, the green and the brown. 
On Saturday 14th December Biffa will be collecting bulk rubbish at 
Stoneleigh Road between 12-2.15. 
Task force Dinner 26th November 
 36 members of the Task Force, clad in their obligatory green jerseys, had 
their annual dinner at Limpsfield Chart Golf Club.  Martin Edser, their 
leader, thanked everyone for the 5521 hours of work they had put in on the 
common this year. (He calculated, based on the minimum wage, that that 

mailto:s.holloway541@gmail.com
mailto:s.holloway541@gmail.com
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ST ANDREW’S CHURCH DIARY 

6th December 2019 to 30th March 2020 
St Andrew’s is here as a centre of Spiritual Christian Worship and to serve 
our locality.  Please do contact the Minister in Charge, Revd Wendy Harvey, 
about baptisms, weddings, funerals and other matters until 31st December.  
After that date contact the Church Wardens whose details are on the 
opposite page. 

REGULAR SERVICES 
Sunday      8am Said Eucharist         10am Sung Eucharist with hymns 
Children and families are welcomed every Sunday but on the first Sunday of 
the month the service is especially child friendly.  There are always 
activities at the back of the Church for the children. 
Wednesday 9am  Morning prayers 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH   
There are activities, fun, games, refreshments, stories and songs either in the 
hall or in the Church.  This is for children and toddlers up to 10 years of age 
with their parents. 
Monday 6th January 3 – 4.30pm  Epiphany party St Andrew’s Hall 
Monday 27th January, 24th February 3.30 -4.30 St Andrew’s Church 
Monday 23rd March  3.30 -4.30 St Andrew’s Hall 

COMMUNITY HEARING AID CLINIC 
The clinic at St Andrew’s is now closed.  There is a similar clinic at St 
Mary’s Oxted on the first Friday of each month from 10am -11am in the 
meeting room of the Community Hall to which everyone is welcomed. 

SERVICES 
December 

Sunday 15th Candlelight Carol service at 6.30pm 
Tuesday 24th Christingle Service at 4pm 
Tuesday 24th Midnight Mass at 11.15pm 
Wednesday 25th Christmas Day at 10am 

February 26th Ash Wednesday 10am 
March 22nd Mothering Sunday Service at 10am 

REGISTER 
6th October  Baptism of Johann Rainbird 
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The Chart News is a combined effort by two editors, an 
editorial board of four, professional proof readers and 
numerous helpers who deliver the copies and do the most 
valuable job of all. We also have a first rate and very 
helpful printer.  Many thanks to all of them.

WHO’S WHO AT ST ANDREW’S 

Minister in Charge Revd Wendy Harvey       01883 723153 
Team Rector  Revd James Percival  01883 712512 
Team Vicar  Revd Vincent Short  01959 577289 
Honorary Curate Revd Ruth Rainbird  01883 713683 
Reader   Dr Sue Compton  01883 730522 
Church wardens              Diana Davy   01883 714282 
   Gareth Morgan   01883 712894 
Treasurer  Melanie Calver    01883 714196 
PCC Secretary  Brenda Pottle   01883 715980 
Captain of Bells  Ian Day    01959 561691 
Choir   Shanie Kirkwood  01883 722107 
Church Cleaning Brenda Pottle   01883 715980 
Church flowers  Shanie Kirkwood  01883 722107 
Church Garden  Bruce Buckingham  01732 864276 
Electoral Roll Officer Brenda Pottle   01883 715980  
Good Neighbours Elizabeth Roberts  01883 722369 
Organisers  Ann Fletcher   01883 713888 
Health & Safety Off.      John Davy   01883 714282 
Organists  Melanie Calver   01883 714196 

Jim Cessford   01883 717100 
   Mary McGregor  01883 723257 
   Brenda Pottle   01883 715980 
   Tony Wiltshire   01959 524887 
Sacristan  Ann Fletcher   01883 713888 
Safeguarding Officers Clare Carr-Locke  01883 723289 
   Brenda Pottle   01883 715980 
St Andrew’s Hall Lorna Tooth   01883 730310 
Bookings  lornahursfield@yahoo.co.uk 
Team Communications Caroline Campbell  01883 712512 
 Administrator  comms@lltm.org.uk 

mailto:lornahursfield@yahoo.com.uk
mailto:lornahursfield@yahoo.com.uk


                                                 32

Priest’s Letter

Farewell to the Chart 
I am very sad, that after coming to St Andrews five and a half years ago, 
the time has now come for me to depart.  I am retiring from parish ministry 
although I will be continuing for a while longer with my work in prison.  I 
am moving to a different diocese, a different county and a different town.  I 
am moving all the way to Westerham. 

When I arrived in July 2014 I talked about gratitude and I can only say 
now how wonderful you have all been and how much I have appreciated 
your kindness to me.  Thank you so much.  There has been so much I have 
enjoyed, meeting all of you in so many different places, Morrisons, the 
woods, the pub, the schools, the cricket pitch, and of course on a Sunday 
morning.  There have been committees galore, sunny fairs and rainy fairs, 
the cutting down of trees, bible study, planting of vegetables and flowers, 
shared meals, repairs to the roof, the lighting of the reredos, singing with 
the choir, walks with Maisie, and many many discussions and debates. 
When I came I said I wanted to share with you the joy I have found in the 
experience of the eternal, the deep knowledge that goodness, love and truth 
will always defeat evil. I am certain that finally all will be well and I hope 
that somehow, something of this has communicated itself to you.  Life is 
filled with joy and happiness if we can but open our eyes to the beauty of 
the tiniest things and of the immensity of the world, all contained within 
the love of God. 

So goodbye Limpsfield Chart. I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and I 
hope that you will all flourish and have a wonderful New Year.  God bless 
you. 

Wendy 
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Barman’s Choice 
Many of us will probably be pleased that 2019 is 
coming to a close for it has been a year when our daily 
news has involved much disharmony, controversy and 
division.  There is very little that one can recall as a 
significant event and one to which to raise a glass or 
two.  The exception is probably our sporting 
achievements.  Notably, winning the Cricket World Cup 
and reaching the final of the Rugby World Cup.  We 
should also not overlook our women’s sporting 
successes and the much higher profile that they have 
achieved.  These gave us some badly needed good news 
and at last something to celebrate. 

How good it is that we do not need reasons to celebrate 
Christmas and the New Year and we can think about 
something sparkling to mark the festive season.  We are 
continually encouraged to purchase home produced 
food and beverages and with this in mind I have been 
searching for an English sparkling wine that measures 
up to champagne, but at a reasonable price.  Despite the 
opinion of many that English wines are expensive the 
growth in sales of sparkling wines has been 
phenomenal.  One million bottles ten years ago had 
increased to ten million in 2018.  Demand exceeds 
supply even for the top wines which have gained 
awards and are expensive.   

During the autumn I have tasted a number and generally 
I am impressed with the quality.  My Best Buy for a 
single bottle is Chapel Down Sparkling Bacchus 
obtainable at the Edenbridge Waitrose at £17.99 – no 
discount there!  It is crisp and refreshing, perfectly good 
as an aperitif.  For a slightly superior wine Majestic’s 
Selbourne Brut at their special ‘mix six’ price of £19.99 
(down from £29.99) is extremely good value.  And 
don’t forget a further 10% reduction if the Chart News 
is produced.  Majestic suggests it captures the flavours 

Best Buy - £17.99 
Waitrose

£19.99 for six - 
Majestic
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that make English sparkling wine so unique.  
Maybe it is one to enjoy. 

Moving away from English wines I should mention 
Majestic’s Graham Beck Brut from South Africa at 
£11.99 a bottle if part of a ‘mix six’ case.  Said to be 
a favourite wine of Nelson Mandela. 

As a footnote I should add a reminder that a ‘mix 
six’ case can be a mixture of different wines at their 
reduced price, so good for choosing your Christmas 
Day selection.  Happy Christmas 

Brian Harris 
£11.99 for six - 
Majestic, and 
N e l s o n 
M a n d e l a ' s 
favourite
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To
ADVERTISE 

in the Chart News 
please contact 
Melanie Calver  

 01883 714196 or email 
melaniecalver@ntlworld.com

A quarter  page only costs

£35
for four issues

 Half and full pages  pro rata
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A Short Walk for the Christmas Holidays 

This festive season, do 
you want to feel happier 
and healthier?  Many of 
you will feel like getting 
out and taking a local 
walk over the festive 
period, so here is one 
you might like to try.  It 
s t a r t s n e a r t h e 
C a r p e n t e r s A r m s , 
a l t h o u g h y o u c a n 
obviously pick it up at 
any part of the route. 
The walk goes along 
P o s t O f f i c e R o w, 

crossing Ridlands Rise to the footpath opposite, then take care when 
crossing Kent Hatch Road near The Salt Box.  Continue on the footpath, 
which is at this point part of the Greensand Way, past the entrance to 
Tenchleys Place until just before reaching Pastens Road there is a path that 
goes down to the left, known as Tenchleys Lane.This will take you down to 
a large field, where the footpath is now fenced. Continue on down  until 
eventually reaching Tenchleys Manor, which was originally called Tenchleys 
Farm and where there is a pond.  Just after this a footpath goes off to the left 
and enters a field where you walk with the hedge on your right until reaching 
Itchingwood Common Road. Turn left and walk along the road until you get 
to the pond at Moat Farm. Take the footpath that is almost hidden on the left 
and follow the path round the field edge to a kissing gate.   Go through and 
follow the path that goes up the field with hedge on your left to another 
kissing gate (both these gates were installed by East Surrey Walkers). Turn 
right and go across the field with hedge on your right to a stile, then through 
a small wood. Go through the gate and up the field. Over to the left is the 
former Marie Curie Research Institute, now luxury apartments and houses. 
This brings you to Trevereux Hill, turn left walking up the hill past The Old 
School House to the B269, cross the road carefully and across the common 
back to the Carpenters. 

Tony Pearson 
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Is the swing coming? Maybe!
Two and a half years ago, when my grand-daughter was a year and a half old, 
I started a campaign to put a toddler swing in the playground on the Chart. 
With promised money from the playground fund and elsewhere, and from the 
Chart Fair, I think we now have the money, but we need to enlarge the 
playground area, and that involves the National Trust and the Limpsfield 
Parish Council (who will look after any swing), and DEFRA.  In October I 
went to a Parish Council Meeting to hear the latest. The Council now has to 
write to DEFRA with all of the details, and an idea of the cost. This was 
confirmed at a residents meeting at the Carpenters Arms,  chaired by Diana 
Davy, and subsequent emails.  

That meeting did confirm that the Chart Fair will fund the cricket club for 
£500 to erect a new score board, (in our next issue we should have pictures) 
and it would wait and see the results of the Council’s discussions about the 
swing. Or swings! It was decided at the meeting that if the costs were right 
we could as easily put in a toddler swing and a child’s swing in the new 
space.  Naya, pictured above with her mother on the swing at Hurst Green, is 
now four and too big for a toddler swing, but she has a little sister who will 
fit in perfectly!   

The Chart Fair still has money to put into other local projects but it needs 
those who are interested to make a case. Watch this space! 

David Wickham
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Christina Rossetti -‘In the Bleak Midwinter’ 

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
In the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him, nor earth sustain; 
Heaven and earth shall flee away when He comes to reign. 
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed 
The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ. 

Thomas Hardy - ‘The Oxen’ 

Christmas Eve, and twelve of the clock. 
‘Now they are all on their knees,’ 
An elder said as we sat in a flock 
By the embers in hearthside ease. 

We pictured the meek mild creatures where 
They dwelt in their strawy pen, 
Nor did it occur to one of us there 
To doubt they were kneeling then. 

So fair a fancy few would weave 
In these years! Yet, I feel, 
If someone said on Christmas Eve, 
‘Come; see the oxen kneel, 

‘In the lonely barton by yonder coomb 
Our childhood used to know,’ 
I should go with him in the gloom, 
Hoping it might be so. 

Because it’s Christmas, we thought a small collection of old 
favourite poems, and perhaps some new ones you might not know, 
would make good reading.  A very Happy Christmas to everyone.

Christmas Poems 

https://interestingliterature.com/2016/12/23/a-short-analysis-of-christina-rossettis-in-the-bleak-midwinter/
https://interestingliterature.com/2016/12/16/a-short-analysis-of-thomas-hardys-the-oxen/
https://interestingliterature.com/2016/12/23/a-short-analysis-of-christina-rossettis-in-the-bleak-midwinter/
https://interestingliterature.com/2016/12/16/a-short-analysis-of-thomas-hardys-the-oxen/
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Wendy Cope - A Christmas Poem 
At Christmas little children sing and merry bells jingle, 
The cold winter air makes our hands and faces tingle 
And happy families do to church and cheerily they mingle 
And the whole business is unbelievably, if you’re single.  

Timothy Tocher -  Help Wanted 
Santa needs new reindeer. 
The first bunch has grown old. 
Dasher has arthritis; 
Comet hates the cold. 
Prancer's sick of staring 
at Dancer's big behind. 
Cupid married Blitzen 
and Donder lost his mind. 
Dancer's mad at Vixen 
for stepping on his toes. 
Vixen's being thrown out— 
she laughed at Rudolph's nose. 
If you are a reindeer 
we hope you will apply. 
There is just one tricky part: 
You must know how to fly. 
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M &M WALKER 
 

PAINTING & DECORATING 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE SERVICES 

CEILING & ROOFING CONTRACTORS 

ARTEXING & PLASTERING 

PLUMBING   ●    HEATING 

CARPENTRY & JOINERY 
 

Tel 01732 863155 

Mobs  077 742 186 84        079 004 207 15 
 

Caring for your pool :-)

Local swimming pool (and spa) care service.

• Spring Start up.

• Winter shut down.

• Routine service.

• Green pool recovery!

• Chemicals, pumps, heat pumps, covers etc.

Phil Davies B.Sc  

phil@hillssparklingpools.uk,      07947313355      01883 500848

The Lodge,                                                                    www.hillssparklingpools.uk
Itchingwood Common rd

Limpsfield

Surrey  RH8 0RJ 
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THIS AUTUMN
LOOKING FOR A NEW APPLIANCE

  EXPERT KNOWLEDGE  ●   SUPER SERVICE  ●  COMPETITIVE PRICES   ●  PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

FREE 
LOCAL DELIVERY*

GREAT 
SAVINGS

IN-STORE
TODAY

 *T&C’s apply. Sold as an agent for Euronics Limited. All rights reserved. All offers are subject to availability while stocks last. Delivery & Installation charges may apply Exclusions and Radius Apply. Prices correct at time of print but can be 
subject to change. See in store for full details. Images for illustration purposes only. Copyright Euronics 2017. E&OE August 2017. Saving compared to a higher price charged for 28 days in the last six months unless otherwise stated. 

YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICAL EXPERT IS HERE TO HELP

 2017- LP AUTUMN L A4 (GENERIC) .indd   1 22/08/2017   13:12

 LACIRTCELE DETXO
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WE ARE THE DRAINAGE EXPERTS 
Blocked Drains - CCTV Surveys - Drain Repairs 

Septic Tanks - Drain Tracing - Excavation 

Call Dean on 01883 842 365. 
www.draindetectives.co.uk 

 



                                                 44

It was all going so well! We were lucky enough to have had a nearly ideal 
growing season. The winter crops were sown into excellent seedbeds and 
thereafter the weather was kind to us. Haymaking began in late June and we 
managed to make three quarters before the rain came. This happened at the 
same time as the wheat was ready to combine. The actual combining went 
well, but the straw baling was more problematic as the straw was soaked 
before we could bale it, so patience was called for and a fair few times 
turning the straw over to dry it out completely. 

As the crops are direct drilled now, it is very important to allow weeds, 
volunteer seeds and the dreaded Black Grass to establish so that they can be 
sprayed off before the new crop is sown. This usually equates to a period of 
at least six weeks but unfortunately the wet weather began and didn’t let up 
and so, for only the second time l can remember, no winter cereals have 
been sown. The outcome of this is spring sown crops which never seem to 
yield as well on our heavy clay soil. 

The sheep have enjoyed plenty of grass this summer and autumn - if 
anything it has been too lush as they grow better on shorter grass, but I’m 
not complaining. The rams were put to the ewes in mid- October and so all 
being well lambing should start mid- march. 

Stockenden  
         Diary
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0.89% (+Vat) 

Standard fee

We accompany 

EVERY viewing

We include the BEST 

professional photography

Open 8am-8pm 

7 days a week

Nothing to pay until the 

sale completes

We advertise on 35+ websites 

including Rightmove, Prime 

Location & Zoopla

Offices in Oxted, Sevenoaks & Tunbridge Wells + our hub in Edenbridge 
(We cover large areas, if you are unsure if we cover you please call us)

We offer £120 to anyone recommending us a property to sell
keep this flyer and give to anyone you know looking to move – there are no limit of vouchers available!

Do NOT instruct an estate agent until you have spoken to Platform Property!

OXTED & CATERHAM

01883 460373
SEVENOAKS

01732 617212
TUNBRIDGE WELLS

01892 300945

Does your local estate 

agent do all of this?

platformproperty.co.uk enquiries@platformproperty.co.uk

Type to enter text
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PLATINUM PLUMBING 

Your friendly and reliable local plumber 

- From dripping taps to complete bathrooms 
- Free estimates 
- City & Guilds qualified 
- Fully insured 
- DIY jobs rescued 
- No call out charge 
- Clean & tidy work 

Andrew Barter B.Sc. 
01959 562784   07891 782727 

The day old turkey chicks arrived on July 8th and after being reared in the 
brooder shed for six weeks they are now in the open-air pole barns 
enjoying the occasional sunny day, but usually a wet westerly wind. This 
means a more frequent littering of straw than usual. The main concern at 
this time of year are foxes and more seriously mink as they could cause 
untold damage . With the Old Crooked River running through the farm the 
mink are never far away, so we have to be extra vigilant at this time of 
year. 

With the heavy rain in the north causing serious flooding, it begs the 
question of what more could be done?  Probably not a lot when a month’s 
rain falls in just twenty four hours! But more effort should be made to 
maintain the streams and ditches. I am as guilty as anyone in not doing my 
part. I remember as a lad and a young man, we would spend January 
digging out the ditches with a spade and using a billhook to clear the 
banks. Those were the days!  A very happy Christmas to you all. 

Tony Wilkins 
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CONFIDENTIAL COUNSELLING 

CAROL WICKHAM MBACP 
Integrative and Bereavement 

Counsellor 

Anger, Anxiety, Bereavement and Loss, 
Depression, Eating Disorders, low Self-
Esteem, Isolation, Loneliness, Infertility, 

Miscarriage, Stress 

For further information  
without commitment 

07507 602744 

or via Ingeledale Therapy Centre  
01883 717277 

Email:carol.wickham@btinternet.com 
www.carolwickhamcounselling.co.uk

This is YOUR magazine. Please do get in touch if you 
have anything you want to write about, boast about, 
complain about, comment about, or simply say! Contact 
Neil Mackay, on 01883 723231 or by email: 
mackay717@btinternet.com or David Wickham on 01883 
652113 or dwickham@indimage.com 
We are very grateful to the team of deliverers, under Liz 
Roberts, who hand deliver the magazine to every house 
on the Chart. If you are able to deliver to the houses or 
flats near you, please give Liz a ring on 01883  

R	S	Geal	
PainQng	&	DecoraQng	

Interior	&	Exterior	

38	yrs	Experience	

Fully	Insured	

Free	EsQmates	

Tel;	01883	626802		

	Mobile;	07860	140311	

mailto:carol.wickham@btinternet.co.uk
http://www.carolwickhamcounselling.co.uk
mailto:carol.wickham@btinternet.co.uk
http://www.carolwickhamcounselling.co.uk
mailto:mackay717@btinternet.com
mailto:dwickham@indimage.com
mailto:mackay717@btinternet.com
mailto:dwickham@indimage.com
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Run by the Community for the Community – Since 1999 

Christmas seems to start earlier each year and it is no different at 
Limpsfield Memorial Stores as we prepare for our busiest time of the year.  
Our Christmas stock has been ordered and is available to buy now.  Why 
not pop in and pick up a unique Christmas gift from our exciting range of 
biscuits, tinned goods, stollen, cakes, chocolates, jams and chutneys, cards 
and decorations, much of which is locally sourced.  

This year we will be selling locally reared turkeys from Stockenden Farm 
in Limpsfield.  Tony Wilkins and his family have been farming here since 
1954 and produce slow maturing turkeys kept in large open-sided barns to 
maximise daylight and quality of life, and provide them with protection 
and plenty of space to roam, lots of straw and fresh air. Limpsfield 
Memorial Stores has sold Tony’s turkeys for many years now and our 
customers have said they are the best turkeys they have ever tasted.  From 
4th November we will be taking orders for turkeys so do not forget to put 
your order in as they are very popular.  You can specify the size of your 
turkey, either a whole bird, a crown, or a boneless rolled turkey joint.  The 
turkeys arrive fully prepared and are available for collection from the shop 
on 23rd and 24th December. 

Have you ever come into our shop and wondered why there are always 
different people serving on the till?  This is because they are volunteers 
who give up an hour or two of their time to support the shop, which has 
been run by the community since 1999.  So, 2019 has been a busy year for 
Limpsfield Memorial Stores, as we celebrated 20 years as a community 
enterprise. The anniversary was marked by a visit from Peter Ainsworth 
who, as our local MP at the time, opened the shop in May 1999.  We also 
held competitions, designed a commemorative tea towel and cards, and had 
a display of photos from the opening, including children from Limpsfield 
School. 

We are always on the lookout for volunteers, so if you would like to give 
some time to the shop, please pop in and have a chat with the volunteer on 
the till or our shop manager, Kerry.  It is a great way to meet people whilst 
contributing to a fabulous and much valued resource in the village.  We 
look forward to meeting you and hope you have a very Merry Christmas! 

Kerry Hughes 
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St Andrew’s Church 
Christmas Bazaar  

Thank you to everyone 
who helped to raise over 
£1,300 for St Andrew’s 
Church funds.  The stalls 
included books, bric-a-
brac, cakes, gifts, honey 
and juice, jewellery, 
paperbacks, prints, raffle, 
scarves, tombola, toys.  
There were other stalls 
w i t h k n i t t e d g o o d s , 
Christmas decorations, 
c a r d s a n d a d v e n t 
c a l e n d a r s a n d l o c a l 
c h i c k e n , m e a t a n d 
sausages.  Also, the 
traditional homemade 
soup and tea and coffee.  I 
so appreciate all that is 

done in the preparation for a successful couple of hours with a great 
friendly atmosphere in St Andrew’s Hall. 

BBC Radio Surrey Presenter Lesley McCabe opened the bazaar at 12noon.  
Lesley was accompanied by her two daughters whose eldest celebrated her 
6th birthday that day and was delighted when given a birthday cake with six 
candles which she blew out with everyone singing ‘Happy Birthday’.  
Lesley stayed and drew the raffle with birthday girl winning a prize! 
Father Christmas was in attendance without the snow!  It remained dry 
until 2.30pm when everyone had gone home. 

Again, thank you to all who helped in so many ways, and for supporting 
this annual event.  

 Brenda Pottle 
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                        http.carpenterslimpsfield.co.uk 

Manager Eloise Wardlaw  continues to offer you a warm welcome this 
Winter with great new menus to tempt you.  

Carpenters Arms’ food focusses on locally-produced ingredients with a 
selection of favourite British dishes and a modern European twist. They 
also make a great cup of coffee which is available at any time of the day. 

Have you something to celebrate? We love to host events! Whether it's an 
intimate gathering for a handful of people or an extra-special party for up to 
140 guests in our Garden Room, give us a call on 01883 722209 to find out 
what we can do for you. Or request a table online. 

Come on foot, on a bike, on a horse or by car, but come!  
We’re looking forward to it. 

http://http.carpenterslimpsfield.co.uk
http://http.carpenterslimpsfield.co.uk
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Chart Advertising 
The Chart News is entirely dependent on advertising to 
cover its costs.  Please support our advertisers, and let 
them know about Chart News whenever you use them or 
buy their services.  

We are always seeking new advertisers and our rates are 
very reasonable.  Please help by encouraging new 
enquiries to melaniecalver@ntlworld.com.

Your	LOCAL	Community	Shop	
(established	in	2000	by	local	residents)  

Whether	you’d	like	to	become	a	new	member,	interested	in	becoming	a	
volunteer	or	want	to	come	in	to	shop,	we'd	love	to	see	you.	But	come	and	
support	us.	

Monday	to	Friday:	7.30am	–	5.30pm	

Saturday:		8.00am	–	12.30pm	
Sunday:		8.00	am		-	12.00	pm	(Post	Office	closed)	

Drop	in,	call	01883	713306	or	visit	www.limpsfield	stores.co.uk

•	Post	Office	
•	Fresh	Produce	
•	Groceries		
•	Newsagent		
•	StaQonery		
•	Household	supplies
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LANGDALE 
LANDSCAPES 

Ltd 

Specialising in 
Professional Garden Design & Construction 

www.langdalelandscapes.co.uk 
01732 700199 

Company Reg No. 4151818 
V.A.T Reg. No. 724747126

41 YEARS OF CARING FOR YOUR CARS

SERVICE AND REPAIRS  TO ALL MAKES
BATTERIES
EXHAUSTS

TYRES
MOTS - PETROL AND DIESEL

FREE COLLECTION AND DELIVERY
01883 715779

OLD OXTED SERVICE STATION, HIGH STREET, OLD OXTED, SURREY RH8 9LN

http://www.langdalelandscapes.co.uk
http://www.langdalelandscapes.co.uk
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A Small American Town and a Band of Squirrels 

This story was sent to us by a Canadian friend, and Canadians do tend to 
know their American friends and neighbours all too well. 

The Presbyterian church called a meeting to decide what to do about their 
squirrel infestation.  After much prayer and consideration, they concluded 
that the squirrels were predestined to be there and they should not interfere 
with God’s divine will. 

At the Baptist church the squirrels had taken an interest in the baptistery.  
The deacons met and decided to put a waterslide on the baptistery and let 
the squirrels drown themselves.  The squirrels liked the slide and 
unfortunately knew instinctively how to swim, so twice as many squirrels 
showed up the following week. 

The Lutheran church decided that they were not in a position to harm any 
of God’s creatures.  So they humanely trapped their squirrels and set them 
free near the Baptist church.  Two weeks later the squirrels were back 
when the Baptists took down the waterslide. 

The Episcopalians tried a much more unique path by setting out pans of 
whiskey around their church in an effort to kill the squirrels with alcohol 
poisoning  They sadly learned how much damage a band of drunk squirrels 
can do. 

But the Catholic Church came up with a more creative strategy!  They 
baptized all the squirrels and made them members of the church.  Now 
they only see them at Christmas and Easter. 

And not much was heard from the Jewish synagogue.  They took the first 
squirrel and circumcised him.  They have not seen a squirrel since. 
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What to do with the turkey leftovers? 
I personally love cold turkey.  The rush is over; there are cold brussel 
sprouts and leftover roast potatoes in the fridge, maybe a parsnip or two and 
some cold stuffing winking at you.  What better than a quick sauté of all 
those vegetables?  A Christmas bubble and squeak alongside some cold 
turkey, mayonnaise, cranberry sauce and a tossed leaf salad.  I would add in 
some spring onions for some sharpness as well.  However, should cold 
turkey day after day seem a trifle dull, the following recipe might chirp 
things up a tad: 

Turkey and Glass Noodle Salad (with a nod to Nigella) 
The Dressing: 
2 cloves of garlic, minced or crushed 
2 fresh long red chillies, deseeded and finely chopped 
2 x 15ml tablespoons finely minced ginger 
4 x 15ml tablespoons fish sauce (nam pla) 
Juice of 1 lime 
60 ml water 
2 x 15ml tablespoons caster sugar 
Mix all together and put to one side. 
The Salad: 
250g cold turkey, flaked or cut into strips 
175g glass noodles soaked in boiling water, although I just buy noodles 
ready to go from any supermarket.  Microwave for about 1 minute, open the 
bag to let the steam out and cool 
Thinly slice spring onions, the amount depends on personal taste 
125g sugar snap peas, very thinly sliced 
125g white cabbage, very thinly sliced 
2 teaspoons groundnut oil 
1 teaspoon sesame oil 
Finely chopped coriander 

Combine the turkey with the vegetables and the noodles in a bowl and mix 
with the dressing, adding the oils and coriander in the final stages, checking 
for seasoning.  The chilli heat level may be increased or decreased.  The 
same goes for the garlic.  The main idea of this dish is freshness, lightness 
and crunch after one or two excesses.  It also means that the pudding can 
come out again without any guilt.  I suggest frying slices of pudding in a 
little butter then crumbling on some cold Stilton.  Magic! 

Cathy Wardlaw 
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The Chart Interview

Charles House
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Charles House is part of the generational renewal essential to the future 
of the Chart, one of many young professionals who have moved here to 
enjoy its setting of unique natural beauty combined with easy 
employment access. He lives with his family in Tenchleys, an imposing 
house with great views to the south, built in the first quarter of the 
nineteenth century. Tenchleys has seen plenty of its own generational 
change; just before the First World War it was owned by Edward Brodie-
Hoare, Conservative MP for Hampstead, who was killed in one of the 
earliest car accidents, near Sevenoaks, in 1911, and whose son, one of 
the first pupils at Hazelwood, was killed at Ypres in November 1917. 

Charles’s family roots are a long way from Limpsfield. He was brought 
up in Nottinghamshire while his father worked in Sheffield. His 
secondary school was a comprehensive in Worksop, where his maths 
teacher was the father of the golfer Lee Westwood, and where the 
miners’ strike in the mid-1980s provided background tension and many 
glimpses of deprivation. His medical training was in London at St. 
Mary’s Hospital and he now travels to the capital for his work as Medical 
Director at another great hospital, University College Hospital. By 
training as a radiologist, specialising in orthopaedic sarcomas, he has 
been in his present executive role since 2015. With a seat on the hospital 
board, he manages an institution with over 10,000 employees and 1,000 
consultants. At a time of significant political and financial issues for the 
NHS, he can influence as an executive the development of medicine and 
take responsibility for critical decisions in what is also a major teaching 
hospital. Those decisions are about spending priorities, meeting 
government standards and targets, building effective teams and coping 
with ever increasing demands on the NHS. In 2009 the A&E department 
at UCH was treating 70,000 patients per annum, but that has now 
doubled to 140,000. At a time of an election, the politics are also highly 
sensitive, but he stresses the importance of the internationalism of 
healthcare and his concern that the uncertainties of Brexit will undermine 
established research connections across Europe and jeopardise 
recruitment into what is an international workforce within his hospital. 
Privatisation is another issue targeted by politicians, where he believes a 
sensible balance needs to be struck. The essential principle is that 
healthcare must always be free at the point of access when you need it, 
no matter who provides it, but, where appropriate, private healthcare 



                                                 58

companies and charities can come together with the NHS to benefit 
provision. 

Easy access to work is only one part of living on the Chart for Charles, 
who has used and supported different local institutions for recreation and 
family life. His children attended Limpsfield Church of England Infants 
School, where they received an excellent start to their education. Through 
the school’s involvement with the Titsey 10K Trail, he discovered the joys 
of running, reckoning that participating was better for you than doling out 
coffee and cakes with other parents. Now he runs every week, exploring 
the byways of the Chart as far as Chartwell and Toys Hill, and up beyond 
Titsey. As he crosses the footbridges over the M25 he can understand 
better what the area was like before the road was built. He plays golf at 
Limpsfield Chart Golf Club but his greatest love in ball sports is cricket at 
Limpsfield Chart Cricket Club. His family also enjoy what the Chart 
brings into their lives for relaxation and wonder; his children, Emilia and 
Grace, take every opportunity to go out for a hack on their ponies. 

The Chart’s own cricket club is a special local institution. Charles has 
played for them since 1996, captaining the 1st XI for over ten years until 
recently stepping down. His father, who now lives in Sevenoaks, is Club 
President and played until well into his seventies. The club is in very good 
heart with two Saturday teams playing Kent County Village League and, 
unusually in these more pressured times, one on Sunday. It has survived 
and renewed itself when its better-known neighbour on the Common by 
the British Legion was forced by lack of playing numbers into a merger 
with Oxted, while Crockham Hill folded altogether. There is a thriving 
junior section, sound finances and a volunteer groundsman in Olly Blake 
who prepares good wickets each week. In 2019 the club managed to avoid 
relegation, after achieving promotion in 2018. The club has connected well 
with local enthusiasm for the game, many of the juniors finding 
opportunities to play in adult teams at weekends, in some cases with their 
fathers, another example of generational renewal so crucial to sustaining 
life on the Chart. 

David Walsh 
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Open season: 15th May to 25th Sept 2019. 
House and gardens open: 1pm to 5pm every 
Wed and Sat. Also end of May and Aug bank 
holidays. Guided tours of the house at 1.30, 
2.30 and 3.30pm (limited 20 per tour)
Tea rooms open: Wed, Sat, Sun 12.30pm
Gardens only open: Every Sun 1pm to 5pm
NGS open days:  
19 May, 16 June, 21 July, 18 Aug

OXTED, SURREY

HOUSE AND GARDENS OPEN ON SATURDAYS AND 
WEDNESDAYS, GARDENS ONLY ON SUNDAYS  

Information Line: 07889 052461  www.titsey.org

Titsey Place, with its stunning garden, 
lakes, woodland walks, walled kitchen 
garden and park offering panoramic views, 
enchants visitors. Enjoy the fine family 
portraits, furniture, a beautiful collection 
of porcelain and a marvellous set of 
four Canaletto pictures of Venice. After 
visiting the mansion house and grounds, 
why not relax in our tea room where light 
refreshments are available.
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